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A New Form Of Biotechnology: Novel Data Logging Devices
Reveal Secrets About The Lives Of Marine Animals
Dr. Shaffer’s research focuses on the ecology, physiology, and 
conservation of marine vertebrate species. Specifically, he 
uses novel smart technologies to study long-range 
movements, distribution, and behavior of wild seabirds and 
marine mammals.  This new form of biotechnology is 
shedding light on the secret lives of marine animals that 
range widely over the open sea.  Dr. Shaffer has used this 
technology to study animals in Alaska, Antarctica, the
Arctic, and the tropical Pacific.   Dr. Shaffer is an 
Associate Professor in the Department of 
Biological Sciences.
